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Each issue of CONSUMER REPORTS contains a cumulative index of 368: August, 369-416; September, 417-464; October, 465-512; and 
principal subjects covered in all preceding 1956 issues. Page num 
bers run consecutively: January, 1-48; February, 49-96; March, 
97-144; April, 145-208; May, 209-272; June, 273-320; July, 321 


November, 513-564. An asterisk (*) indicates comparative ratings 


of products; a dagger (7), discussion of one or more brands without 
specific ratings. The December BUYING GUIDE contains its own index. 


A 


Acne 
American Cancer Society 
*Ammonia, household 
Anesthesia 
tAntibiotics 
Artificial respiration 
tAspirin, “super 
Atherosclerosis 
Automobiles 
"ANNUAL AUTO REVIEW with 
specifications and compora 
tive ratings for 1956 Amer 
icon passenger cars (April 
issue) 145 
occidents 
tAlpha Romeo 
tAustin- Healy 
tBuick Special V-8 
teor gifts 
tChevrolet 210 Six 
Chevrolet 210 V-8 
tChevrolet Corvette 
tChrysler New Yorker 
tCitroen DS-19 
Dodge Custom Royal V-8 0-500 
tDodge Royal V-8 
tFM tuner for car radio 
tFord Customline 6 
tFord Customline V-8 
tFord Thunderbird 
tlincoln Capri 
tMercedes-Benz 300SL 
tMercury Custom V8 
tMG-A 
tNash Ambossodor Special V-8 
Super 
new cor core 
tOldsmobile Super 88 
tPackard Clipper Deluxe 
tPlymouth Savoy 6 
tPlymouth Savoy V-8 
tPontiac Chieftain 860 
tPorsche Speedster 1600 
tpreview of 1956 cars 
tpreview of 1957 cars 
tRambler Custom 6 
*seat belts 
small car buying 
‘sports cors 
*stotion wagons 
'Studeboker President 
Volkswagen Deluxe 
winter driving 


*Boking powder 

*Belts, auto-safety 

tBioflavonoids and colds 

*Bive jeans, children's 

*Blve jeans, men's 

“Boating sofety and life-saving 
devices 

*Boats, outboard, aluminum 

*Boats, outboard motors 

tBug killers 

*Bulb plonters 

*Buttons and buckles, self-covered 


c 


tCameras (Minolta, Rolleiflex) 
Camp stoves 

Camping 

Concer “cure,” Hoxsey 
*Carts, garden 

Chemicals in food 
*Chicken pot pies 

Children’s clothes 


*Chocolate flavored syrups 
*Clock switchers, electric 
*Coats, men's 
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*Cocoas, instant 

Cola drinks 

tCold “cure,” Citroid Comoound 

*Cold wove kits 

Consumers Union 
onalysis of questionnaire 8I, 
How CU Works,” a special 20th 

anniversary section 

nominations for directors 
opportunities for engineers at CU 
some questions of policy 

Coronary disease 

tCrabgrass killers 


Dental hygiene 
tDentifrices, fluoride 
Drinks, cola, soft and non caloric 
*Dry skim milk 
Dungarees 
*men's 
“children's 
*Dusters, garden insecticide 


Economics for Consumers 
advertising techniques 
consumer credit review 
food marketing costs 
Food and Drug Act 
fraudulent markdowns 
milk and the farmer 
newlyweds and advertising 
status of consumer 
trading stamps boom 
twenty years in review 

Eczema (housewives) 

Electrostatic tweeters 


F 


“Fans, electric 
tFertiiizers for lawns 
*Fertilizers for summer 
*Fisn sticks, frozen 
*Fishing rods and reels, fly 
*Flash guns, electronic 
Flasnlights, watertight 
*Flatware, stainless steel 
*Floor polishers, electric 
tFivorides and teeth 
*Flower preservers 
Food, contuminated 
Food and Drug Act, review 
Food and chemicals 
*French fried potatoes, frozen 
Frozen foods 

“fish sticks 

*French fried potatoes 

*ham sticks 

“lima beons 

*pot pies 
*Frying pans, electric 


*Garden carts 

tGarden gifts 

*Garden sprayers and dusters 
Garden tools, basic 

*Glass cleaners 

tGovut 

Grape vines, pruning 

tGrass, crabgrass control 
tGrass seed, sources of 


“Hair, home wove kits 
tHam sticks, frozen 
Health checkup 

Heart disease 
*Hedge trimmes, electric 


THemorrhoids 

High fidelity 
"loudspeakers 
“pickup arms 
“turntables 

Household Gifts 

Hoxsey cancer “cure 

tHunting clothes 


"Ice skates 

“Iced teas, instant 
tinsecticides, household 
“Instant cocoas 
*Instant iced teas 


*jeans, children's 
*jJeans, men's 


L 


Landscaping, home 

Lanterns, gasoline 

lawn core 307, 
tlawn weed killers 

Leaf scorch 

*Life jackets, vests, and cushions 
“Lima beans, frozen 

*Loudspeakers, hi-fi 


Markdowns, fraudulent 
*Markers for skirts 
“Meat tenderizers 
*Milk, dry skim 
Mineral oil as a laxative 
Men's clothing 
“topcoats and overcoats 
*work pants 
tMuseum gifts 


*Orion work pants 
*Outboard boats, aluminum 
*Outboard motors 
tOutdoor gifts 

*Overcoats, men's 


P 


Penicillin 
*Perfumes 
*Permanent waves, home 
tPests, control of household 
Phonographs (hi-fi): 
“loudspeakers 
*pickup orms 
“turntables 
tPhoto gifts 
Piles 
*Pillowcases and sheets 
*Planters for bulbs 
Planting, early garden 
Plants, indoor foliage 
Plants, landscaping 
*Plastic starches 
Plywood and other sheet materials 
tPoison ivy and poison oak 
*Pole pruners 


Polio vaccine, Salk 132, 


*Polishers, electric floor 
*Pofatoes, frozen French fried 
*Pot pies, frozen 
tPreparation H 
*Pruners, pole 
Pruning grape vines 
Pyorrhea 


Radios 
*AM table models 
*AM-FM table models 
TFM cor tuner 
“transistor portables 
Record players. See Phonographs 
tRectal disorders 
*Reels, fly fishing 
tRemote controls for TV 
Rheumatic fever 
*Rifles, .22 caliber 
*Rods, fly fishing 


Safety in water 

Salk vaccine 
*Saws, pole 

*Seat belts for automobiles 
*Sewing aids 
*Shades, window 
*Shovers, electric 
*Sheets and pillowcases 
Shrubs, londscaping 
Silverwore. See Flatwore 
*Skates, ice 

*Skim milk, dry 

Skin disorders 

Skin diving safety 
*Skirt markers 

tSkis, woter 

Sleeping bags 

*Sneakers, children's 

Soft drinks, including non caloric 
*Sprayers, garden 
“Stainless steel flatware 
Stamps, trading 

*Starches, laundry 

Sunburn hazards 
Suppositories 

*Switch clocks, electric 
*Syrups, chocolate flavored 


+ 


*Teas, instant iced. 


Teeth, core of 134, 240 
! 


tFluonde dentifrices 

Television: 
*21-inch receivers 
teolor receivers (RCA, Admiral) 
picture tube rejuvenators 
“portable receivers 
tremote controls 
twindow feed-through devices 

*Tenderizers, meat 

Tents 

*Toasters, automatic 

*Tomatoes, conned 

tToothpaste, fluoride (Crest) 

*Topcocts, men's 

Trading stamps 

Trailer living 

*Transistor radios, portable 

*Trimmers, electric hedge 

*Tuna fish pot pies 

*Turntobles, hi-fi 


Vv 


Vacetion camping 


Wall materials, sheet 
1 Watches 

Water safety 
tWater skis 

tWeed killers 
*Window cleaners 

Window shades 
*Work pants, men's 
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vet found improved samples of the Tee-Vee at press time. free through the 200 time cycles of operation, even after 
cane being subjected for 48 hours to very high humidity. 
Results of CU’s tests Each model was also tested at the electrical capacity 
All switchers were tested for accuracy, convenience, designated on its nameplate. In the course of this test the 
and electrical shock hazard, and for operation under high plugs of a few samples of models rated at 1500-watts ot 
temperature and high humidity conditions. more became uncomfortably hot. This trouble was easily 
Since all have conventional electric-clock mechanisms, corrected by replacing the plug. The fault on clocks whose 
ill kept time accurately. But most of them were hard housings get hot at rated load would be harder to correct: 
to set precisely to the desired time, particularly at first. they should be returned under the guarantee, for replace- 
Precision of setting did improve with practice on most ment or repair. 
models, however. \ switcher should not be used to control any appliance 
The convenience of use varied widely among the different having a rating higher than the rating of the switcher; mo- 
models. For detailed comments on convenience, see the tors of greater than 14 hp rating. such as air conditioners 
ratings. In no model was there shock hazard. And all or large attic fans, require industrial-type, wired-in 
models (except the Sessions | proved adequately trouble- switchers. 


RATINGS OF HOUSEHOLD ELECTRIC SWITCHERS 


Listed in order of estimated overall quality in each group. Color-check ( ps) 


models rated high in overall quality. Wattages given are manufacturers’ ratings. 
All carry one-year guarantees against defective operation. At least two samples 


of each model were tested. For a-c only. Available at electric supply stores. 


REPEAT-PERFORMANCE off” pointers were found to he very stifl 


SYNCHRO-MATIC (Galter Products Co., 


Chicago) $7.95. 1500 watts Appe ars essen 


@ This type can be used to switch an 

appliance on once and off once tn every tially the ame as the Se K , . above 
: lé > > as " ars enmore. & . 

) > p oe 

24 hours without being reset. except for absence of cord. Plugs directly 


ACCEPTABLE plug may pull switcher out of wall outlet 


™ wwreamanic TIME-ALL A-211 (International unless switcher is screwed to outlet 
Register Co., Chicago) $11.95. 1650 watts 


Gray plastic case. Can be wall-mounted. Dial SINGLE-PERFORMANCE 


marked in half-hour intervals. When device , 
be set © As clocks, these models carry a Fed- 


into wall outlet. Weight of attached cord and 


s started “on,” the “off” time cannot 
for less than a half hour later; when started eral excise tax of 10% (not included 
‘off,” the “on” time cannot be set for less jn prices given below). 

than one hour later. Fairly convenient to set 

but sharp metal points on pointers may be ACCEPTABLE 
a [A westincHoust Cat. No. T¢-81 (Westing 
™ wwrenmanic TIME-ALL A-221 (International house Electric Corp.., Electric Appliance 
Register Co.) $9.95. 875 watts. Except for Div.. Mansfield, Ohio) $12.95. 1650 watts 


smaller capacity rating and different finish White painted case. Sweep second hand. Con 


Westinghouse single-performance 
switcher has a regular clock face 


on the dial, this model is essentially similar venient to set. Switching operations can be set 
to the Intermatic Time-All A-211 above. between a quarter-hour and 11% hours in ad 


vance. 


WARDS Cat. No. 87€3841 (Montgomery 
Ward) $7.95 plus shipping. 1100 watts. Brown INTERMATIC A-401 (International Register 
painted metal case Can be wall-mounted Co.) $11.95. 1650 watts. Green plastic case 
on table, must be used upright. Dial Very inconvenient to set. Switching opera 
marked in quarter-hour intervals. When’ tions can be set between a quarter hour and 
device is started “on,” the “off” time cannot 114% hours in advance. “On” time cannot ex 
be set for less than one hour later: when de ceed 514 hours without resetting. 


vice is started “off,” the “on” time cannot be 
SESSIONS TEE VEE Cat. No. CM85 (The Ses 


sions Clock Co.. Forestville, Conn.) $24.95 

1100 watts. Light-colored wood case with 

SEARS KENMORE Cat. No. 3466448 (Sears brass-finish trim. Very convenient to set 
Roebuck) $6.95 plus shipping. 1500 watts Performs same operations as # estinghouse 
Black or white plastic case. Can be wall Cat. No. TC-81 above, but switching opera 
mounted. Dial is marked in one-hour inter tions can be set between a quarter hour and 


set for less than 1'4 hours later. Convenient 
to set 


vals. When device is started “on,” the “off” 23% hours in advance. Gear movement in pe 
: Intermatic Time-All A-211] repeat 


time cannot be set for less than two hours models tested produc ed powdery substance > . 
performance model has a 24-hour dial 


later: when device is started “off,” the “on” that caused some jamming: manufacturer 
time cannot be set for less than 14% hours’ claims this condition has been corrected in 
later. Inconvenient to set; the “on” and _ current production 
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